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Questions addressed to the Minister of Justice of the Republic of Poland, Mr 

Zbigniew Ziobro 

 

1. Could you explain the rationale behind the Polish governments' decision to nominate 

one of the founders of Ordo Iuris, an organisation with openly adverse convictions 

regarding women and minority rights, to the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR)? 

Can you provide us with an overview of Ordo Iuris members in the Polish judicial 

system? 

 

2. On 15 April 2021, the Polish Constitutional Tribunal ruled to remove from office, in 

maximum three months' time, Adam Bodnar, independent Polish Commissioner for Human 

Rights. Mr Bodnar has been very vocal and pivotal in pointing out attempts to undermine 

human rights and rule of law in Poland. In its reasoned proposal for the opening of the ongoing 

Article 7 procedure in which a clear risk of a serious breach by the Republic of Poland of the 

rule of law has been established, the European Commission found that "the independence and 

legitimacy of the Constitutional Tribunal is seriously undermined and the constitutionality of 

Polish laws can no longer be effectively guaranteed." Does your government intend to 

undertake steps to re-establish the independence and legitimacy of the Constitutional 

Tribunal taking into account the findings of the Venice Commission and the European 

Commission? What will you do to ensure that the institution of the Commissioner for 

Human Rights, which defends citizens’ rights and plays an important role for upholding 

the rule of law, remains independent? 
 



3. During the DRFMG hearing of 15 April, several Polish judges and prosecutors have shared 

their testimonies related to the disciplinary proceedings against them and explained the 

systemic persecution they are facing. What is the legal basis for these disciplinary 

proceedings and which parts of this legal basis are either currently being examined by 

the European Court of Justice or have already been ruled on by the European Court of 

Justice? 

 

4. Seemingly, declaring membership of an association has become an obligation under 

legislation introduced by your government, which was recently referred to the European Court 

of Justice by the European Commission. Can you provide us with accurate figures 

regarding the members of the Ordo Iuris association in the judicial system? 
  

5. Article 103(1)2 of the Polish Constitution explicitly prohibits combining the functions of a 

prosecutor and a deputy of the lower house of the parliament (Sejm). Does the fact that, since 

2016, Zbigniew Ziobro is an MP and the Prosecutor General - who, additionally, was 

granted extensive investigative powers - constitute a violation of the Polish Constitution? 
 

6. Does performing the function of a supervisor of all prosecutors by an active politician 

of the ruling camp undermine the objectivity of the conducted investigations, especially 

if they concern politicians from the ruling camp or the opposition? 
 

7. On 22 April 2021, the Disciplinary Chamber of Supreme Court’s decision rejected the 

prosecutor's request to arrest judge Igor Tuleya, The Prosecutor has already declared his 

intentions to appeal the decision. As Public Prosecutor General and Minister of Justice 

of Poland, how would you evaluate the immunity lift and the prosecutor’s decision to 

appeal the Disciplinary Chamber of Supreme Court’s decision?  

 

8. Can you explain why, regardless the ECJ ruling of April 2020 on immediate suspension of 

provisions on the powers of the Disciplinary Chamber of the Supreme Court, the Disciplinary 

Chamber has continued working lifting immunities of judges and prosecutors?  
 

9. During the DRFMG meeting of 15 April 2021, the Commission outlined that the criteria 

introduced by the amendment to the law to nominate the President of Supreme Court increase 

the role of the President of the Republic in the selection process. Could you explain in detail 

those criteria and the reasons for the amendment? 
 

10. On 13 April 2021, President Duda announced the reform of peace courts justice: can you 

explain if this will happen with a new law or whether it would require an amendment to 

the constitution? 
 

11. In replacement of Istanbul Convention, which according to the Minister of Justice is 

“damaging to the family and Polish culture”, the government is preparing a Treaty that would 

ban abortion and equal marriage. Can you clarify how this is compatible with EU law and 

case law? 
 

12. In January, the Minister of Justice announced a “freedom of speech protection” bill that 

would fine tech platforms if they removed content, which does not break Polish law. The 

proposals also include the creation of a “free speech council” that would decide on the level of 

the fines, from 50,000 to five million złoty (11,000 to 1.1 million euros). Could you provide 

us with more details on the criteria to appoint this Council and the state of the legislative 



process for this “freedom of speech protection” bill? Can you give examples of cases that 

would have qualified for such a fine? 

 

 

Questions addressed to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland, Mr 

Mateusz Morawiecki 
 

1. Many academics have expressed concern at government plans to form a new major state 

scientific institution,  the National Copernicus Program, that may threaten academic 

independence by strengthening political control over research and depriving Polish Academy 

of Sciences (PAN) of resources. Could you provide us with further details on the 

establishment of this new institution? Can you state the reasons for the creation of a new 

academic body, and can you elaborate on its governance arrangements and on how 

academic freedom will be safeguarded? 
 

 


